The bacteremia was monomicrobial. The API profile number reflects the negative glucose reaction. This'reaction may be acceptable in the API system, but it conflicts with other accounts (5) of the ability of the microorganism to produce acid from glucose.
Enteric illness caused by Vibrio spp. (3-7, 10) is associated with the consumption of seafood. To investigate the bacterial sources of the infection, the patient was interviewed about his diet during a follow-up examination. The interview was hindered by language barriers. We learned that the patient, a Laotian, purchased a dried and salted fish at a local Southeast Asian food store. He was unable to describe the fish but referred to it in Laotian with a word meaning "bone." We could not determine the brand. Normally he cooked the fish prior to eating it. He indicated that he ate the fish uncooked during a lengthy communitywide power outage. The incubation period prior to the onset of his symptoms was indeterminable. This was the only fish or seafood connection we could make. One of us (E.L.R.) visited the store and purchased representative packages of three different brands of dried and salted fish. Each product was analyzed in accordance with an accepted food-sampling method (8) . The suspensions were subcultured on TSA Il and Mueller-Hinton Il agar media because the microorganism grew well on these media during the initial isolation and identification procedures. The plates were incubated at 35°C in 5% CO2. Each bacterial colony was subjected to an oxidase test and a Gram stain. We were unable to recover V. hollisae from these samples.
Vibrio spp. are not sought in our pathogenic stool culture examination, and thiosulfate-citrate-bile salts-sucrose agar is not routinely used. It is unfortunate that we were unable to relate the presentation of diarrhea to the subsequent bacteremia. Recent evidence suggests that V. hollisae may share with Vibrio vulnificus a predilection for bloodstream invasion in people with liver abnormalities (3, 11) . The availability of iron may play a role in pathogenesis. Yersinia enterocolitica septicemia was attributed to an overdose of ferrous sulfate (9) . Pathogenic vibrios can produce siderophores to bind iron for growth (1). V. vulnificus was unable to grow in normal human serum, but the addition of ferric ammonium citrate reduced a 50% lethal dose of 106 to 1.1 cells in a mouse model of mortality (12) . Our patient received ferrous sulfate as a supplement for chronic anemia, and' improper self-dosing of his medication may have exacerbated 'the underlying disease process.
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